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Independence Day of India

Publicicy

Strenghtening Japan’s role in India’s fight for independence
economic ties

By Masami lijima

Chalvman, Tha Jagan-india Business Co-op-
aration Carmmittes

Representalive Direclar, Chairman of the
Board of Diractors, Mtz & Co., Ltd.

on behalf of the Japan-india
Business Co-operation Committae, |
wioulcd ke to offer sincere cong ratuls-
tions on the oc-
casion of the
ES3th  Indepen-
dence Day of
Incia,

Japan and
Incia have built
amicabla rala-
fions as two of
Asia' & largest  ypocami ljima
democraces far
rmany years, and since the establish-
rment of Prime Minister MNarendra
Modi® = government, the anhance-
ment of bilateral economic relations
has bacome a particulardy Emportan
theme. During Primme Minister Modi's
visit to Japan last September, the tar-
get of “doubling Japan's foreign di-
rect investment and the number of
Japanese comparies in India within
five yvears” was sat with Japanese
Prime Minister Shireo Abe, and coop-
eration between the two govern-
rments to acheve this target has been
confirmed,

In addition, in April this year a
joint statement was signead by Mr,
Yoichl Mivazawa, Japans Minigter
of Economy, Trade and [ndustry,
and Ms, Nirmala Sitharaman,
India"s Minister of State for Com-
merce and [ndustry. Matters noted
in the statameant includad the davel-

opment of 11 Japan Industrial
Towmships in India.

Tha number of Japangse compa-
nies in India reached 1,202 in
October 2014, a considerabla in-
craase from 1,072 in 2013, and new
large-scdle investmeants have been
recantly announced. The Indian
BCONOMY is on an upward trend,
as can be ssen in the International
Monatary Fund’ s pradiction that
Indian economic growth in 2015
will reach 7.5 parcant. With the in-
craasing businass momenturm in
India, Japaness companies ans ex-
pected to enter the market at an ac-
celerated pace.

The Japandndia Business Coope-
ration Committes was astablishad
in 1866 to enhance mutual under-
atanding and friandship, and facili-
tate economic relations between
Japan and India. This year's meet-
ing in Tokyo is the 40th ragularly
hald joint meeting with the India-
Japan Business Cooperation Com-
mittes. Prime Ministar Modi is ac-
tively inviting farsign investmeant
under the “Make inIndia” inftiative
program, and we will deal with re-
lated challenges and prospects as
topics of particular focus during the
upcoming joint meeting, The JIBCC
hopes to coniribute to the further
developrment of business between
the two countries through an ani-
mated discussion,

[ 'will conclude by once again offar-
ing my congratulations for the &3th
Indapendence Day of India, and mmy
best wishes for India"s increasing de-
wvalopmeant and prospanty inthe fu-
[ura,

and
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As India, which celebrates ils 85810
Independence Day today, and
Japan are now strangthening their
slfrategic partnership as hwo of
Agia's largest democracias, it is the
moast oppordung momant o rae-
member that Japan played its role
i indla’s strisgoie for independencs
derirg  Warld
War i,

In hiz  first
press  oonfer-
anca in Tokvo
on  June 13,
1843, as promi-
nent nationalist
of the Indian in-
depandeance
movemant,
Metaji Subhas Chandra Bose said,
"India and Japan hawe in the past
been bound by deep cultural ties
that are about 20 canturies old. In
racent times these ties have baan
interru pted because of the British
damination of India. [Eis howevear
cartain that once India is free these
ties will be revived and strength-
ened.” Today, these words seem
truby prophetic. In that press confer-
anca, he also mantonsd that
Japan's victorny over Russia in 1805
had made Indians proud. They
looked upon Japan as a defendar of
Asian dignity.

It wras duning Warld War |, espa-
cially betweaen 1843 and 1845, that
Metall Subhas Chadra Bose's rela-
tions with Japan became wvery
cloge. In Berlin, Netaji was already
in  touch with the Japanese
Embassy. Howevear, wa witnessed
the bonding with Japan on the
Japanese submaring where he was
tramafierred frorm a Garman one on
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Aprl 28, 1943, in the middla of the
Indian Ocean. He reached Sabang
on the eaast of Sumatra on May &,
1844, In a message on the photo-
araph with the crew before he left
the submarine he wrote, . this will
miark a rmilestone in our fight for vie-
tory and peace.”

On arrival in Tokyo Netaji met
high-ranking Japanassa officials. His
mesting with Prirne Minister Gen,
Hideki Tojo took place an June 10,
1843, Netaji asked him twa very
pointaed questions. One, was Japan
prepared to help India’s treedom
struggle unconditionally? “lwish o
confirm there will be no strings al-
tached to this,” Netaji said to Tajo.
Sacond, was Japan ready to take
the war cperation on to Indian soil?
Tao the firet guestion, the answer
was "Yes."” OnJune 16, in a special
session of the Dfet, Tojo made a his-
toric spesch, He declared, “We firm-
Iy rezolve that Japan will do eveny-
thing possibla to help Indian inde-
pendenca. | am convincad the day
of Indian freedom and prosperity is
rot far off..." Subhas Chandra Bose
sat in the gallery and listenad to the
aspeech. But the answer to the sac-
ond guestion of pushing the war
inta India nesded expart military

Azad Hind covernment and vowsd
to fight until Indian independ ence
WS won, Japan was the first of nine
countrias to grant recognition to this
povernment of a fres India in exila.

Tajo announced the transfar of
the Andarman and Micobar islands
to tha Azad Hind governmeant in
spite of reservations on the part of
the Impearial Japanase Navy. So, tha
Frea India governmaent now had a
territony that was necessany for inter-
national recagnition. He visited the
islands an Dec. 30 and 31 of that
year. Netaji's real drearm of crossing
intg [ndia than happenad in March
1944,

The IMNA crassed the border of
India an March 18, 1844, Shaukat
Malik of the INA halstad the ticolor
Indian flag at Moirang on April 14
Gen, Md. Zaman Kiani held onto the
Tegnupal Pass for threa months. Cal.
Enayvet Kiani, in a surpriae attack, oc-
cupied Palal airport. But in spite of
the haroism of the INA soldlers, the
Imphal campaign ended in milifary
disgster. The tenuous supply linas
across Burma snapped, and no
army can fight on an empty stom-
ach. The monsgoan arrived early, and
Anglo-American ai rpower kept up &
relentless hombhing campaign. In

On his last visit to Tokyo in
Movamber 1944, Netaji had an au-
dience with Emperor Showa, He
died an Jan. 21, 1846,

In this relationship of cooperation
during difficult times, India and
Japan bacame very close indead,
The baitle of Imphal was a militany
defeat for Japan and the INA, but
far India the role of the INA proved
to ke a political victory, The Red
Fort Trial ofthe INA offfcens inspired
the whole of India and dealt a
grievous blow to the loyalty of the
British-Indian forces of tha King-
Emperor. It was almost & miracle
how Metaji's soldiers snatchad po-
litical victory out of military defeat.

"H God wills,” Metaji had said in
ona of his stirfing orders of the day,
“wa shall die a mariyr's death, And
inour last gleap wa ghall Kiss tha
road that will bring aur army o
DCelhi. The Road to Delhi ks the Road
to Freedom, Chalo Delhi.® The
Hlood of Indian and Japanase youth
mingled in the battlefields of Imphal,
FKohima and Burma in the course of
the bong march 1o Delhi. That com-
mon sacrifice has forever cementad
an indizsoluble sgiritual bond be-
tween the peaples of Japan and
Ireclia,

opinion. No immediate decisive an-  July the ardear
Swer was possible. for the retreat ST EREREE—— R e T T e
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Congratulations Congratulations
Heartiest Independence Day Greetings
to the People of

We have been :-.un.rinl
the Indian community
for 27 years!
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Kawasaki branch will open soon.
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on the 69th Independence Day
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Trading & Consulting Business

ROGRESS BOEKI CO., LTD.

President: SHITORLU ROY

http:firograss.com (English)
fitpe oo rogress, com (Japanage)
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Established: 1978 Trademark Registered

The management and staff of Mot Group congratulate all Indians and
agther freedom-loving people of the world on the 62th Independence
Day of India. we salute the brave souls of India whose sacrifices
brought us freedom from British rule on 15 August 1947 and created
the biggest democratic country in the world,
we laud the non-violent struggle of Mahatma Gandhi, which resulted in
peace and harmony for Indians of all faiths, We hope this will continue
to act as a beacon of freedom for coming Zenerations,

JAI HIND-LONG LIVE INDIA
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FREEIHOMEIDELIVERY]
in Roppongi & Futako Tomagawa area
17:00~21:30 (Daily)

Roppongk: 03-3479-1955 Futako Tamagawa; 03-6431-0723

Presidant Shyam Bajpurohit

Importer & wholesaler of Indian spices
& |talian tomatoes

Create delicious Indian meals
with SARTAJ spices

Congratulations
on the Independence Day
of INDIA

| SARTAJ’

MHEHOUSE S PalaLITY PRODUCT

& 0727611876 [B1,072:76111976

Heartiest Felicitations
on the Independence Day of India
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