India Independence Day

Japan a major influence in Indian development

Ryuko Hira

PRESIDENT, THE INDIAN COMMERCE
AND INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION JAPAN
The mid-19th
centurywas a
period of un-
precedented
expansion of
European /
power in Asia. :
In 1854, Japan

was forced to [
end its long
isolation and just three years
later the entire Indian subcon-
tinent became a colony of the
British crown.

The older civilizations of
Asia were confronted with a
formidable challenge to their
cultural and political integrity
and they responded to this
challenge in different ways.
The Indian response took the
character of religious revival-
ism and eventually turned in
the direction of non-violent re-
sistance to British rule. In con-
trast, the Japanese response
was to build a powerful mod-
ern state capable of meeting
the West on its own terms.
India and Japan responded dif-
ferently because of the differ-
ences in their political,
cultural and social clrcum-
stances. India had lost its po-
litical autonomy so that the

regaining ofindependence be-
came the first task of its lead-
ers. Japan had no problem of
recovering its political inde-
pendence; it had never lost it.
Nor had the Japanese social
order crumbled as that of India
though it had developed cer-
tain manifest weakness. Ja-
pan's problem was one of
building enough mnational
strength to withstand external
pressures.

The Japanese response was
the most spirited one. Instead
of dismissing the West with dis-
dain, Japan embarked upon a
careful probe into the secrets
behind Western power and
strength. What then followed
was a very judicious borrowing
of Western knowledge and
techniques and their applica-
tion to selected areas of nation-
al life. Japan had been
historically well conditioned to
this experiment, for in the past
ithad absorbed influence from
India and China and made
them a part ofits national ethos.
The difference was that the Jap-
anese renalssance of the 19th
century, built on Western
knowledge, brought Japan a
reputation and prestige that it
had not been able to attain ei-
ther with Indian Buddhism or
Chinese Confucianism.

The varlety and range of

subjects discussed during the
civilization and enlightenment
movement covered every con-
celvable aspect of national life
such as freedom, equality, in-
dependence, self respect, rea-
son, science, utility, material
well being, national language,
the proper application of West-
ern ideas to Japanese condi-
tions, the institutional
requirements of the new gov-
ernment and so on. The work
of spreading new knowledge
was taken up by the “Meiji Six
Society” (so called because it
was founded in 1873, the sixth
year of the Meiji Era), an exclu-
sive group that included the
leading lights of the time.

To the question whether the
technigues and methods of the
West could be adopted without
damaging the indigenous civ-
ilization, Japan had a pragmat-
ic and, In many ways, unigue
answer. Even before the civili-
zation and enlightenment
movement had been inaugu-
rated, the course had been
charted out in Sakuma Sho-
Zzan's cryptic formula of “East-
ern ethics and Western
techniques.”

Theleaders of Meiji Era Japan
attached great importance to
internal unity from a concern
for national independence. A
centralized state structure was

created in order to gain effec-
tive control over the human, as
well national, resources of the
nation. The most important
measure taken by the govern-
ment in the matter of removing
social distance and creating a
sense of equality was the intro-
duction of universal education.
The educational model was de-
signed to supply trained people
with superior industry, new
processes, products, sclence,
trade and commerce. It fostered
qualities such as austerity, fru-
gality, drive, initiative, ingenu-
ity and a capacity to exploit
opportunities, prudence and
diligence. Above all, it was to
provide “creative” and “innova-
tive” entrepreneurial leader-
ship, so essential for economic
transformation.

Government investment ac-
tivities were pursued with the
three goals of setting the pace
for industrial growth and ex-
pansion; diffusing know-how
through model establish-
ments; and demonstrating that
Western industrial processes
and methods could be suc-
cessfully transplanted to Japan.

The total effect of all these
attempts was that by the turn
of the century Japan was a
modern nation; a great power
vying with its European peers
and an Industrial country

Shared values across a wide range of areas

Hiroyuki Hosoda
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On behalf of the Japan-India Parliamen-
tarians’ Friendship League, we would
like to extend our heartfelt congratula-
tions to the government and people of
the Republic of India on the occasion of
India’s 70th Independence Day.

India, the world's largest democracy,
is one of the most important partners
for Japan. Our countries share univer-
sal values such as democracy, human
rights and the rule of law, while main-
taining a friendly relationship founded
on a long history of exchanges.

partnership.

The productive visit
by Prime Minster
Shinzo Abe to India in
December has ushered
in the beginning of a
new era in Japan-India
relations. In this re-
gard, it gives me great
pleasure to note that
the relationship be-
tween Japan and India has been con-
solidated and transformed into a deep,
broad-based and action-oriented part-
nership under the Japan and India Vi-
sion 2025 special strategic and global

While marking India’s 70th Indepen-

dence Day, His Excellency Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi is expected to visit
Japan this year and we sincerely hope
that the exchange between the two
countries will be expanded further in
wide-ranging fields and levels, based
on the close relations at the top level.

The Japan-India Parliamentarians’
Friendship League remains strongly com-
mitted to contributing actively to the fur-
ther deepening of the key relationship
with the largest potential for growth.

On this auspicious day, | would like to
send my best wishes to the people of
India for their further prosperity and for

the continued development of our cor-

dial relationship.
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whose manufactured goods
began to reach all the markets
of the world. The renaissance
ofJapan had become an exam-
ple for others to follow. The
Japanese renalssance had a
great impact on Asia, especial-
Iy in countries where political
independence had been lost
and the intelligentsia was most
impressed by the Japanese re-
cord. After the Russo-Japanese
war the Japanese model be-
came legendary, and many
countries considered the
model worthy of emulation.
The changes that were going
on in Japan were only vaguely
known in India until the end of
19th century. It was only when
Indians came into direct contact
with Japan that the full signifi-
cance of those changes wasreal-
ized. Indian nationalism was
stimulated by Japanese example.
Leaders of the incipient nation-
alist movement became con-
vinced that India could move
along the path that Japan had
traversed ifits people developed
a strong sense of patriotism.
Different nationalist leaders
found different points of the
Japanese example to com-
mend to the people of India.
P.C. Majumdar, Swami Vive-
kananda, Nobel laureate Rabi-
ndranath Tagore, Jawaharlal
Nehru, Dadabhal Naoroji, B.G.

Tilak, G.K. Gokhale and Sister
Nivedita urged people of India
“to follow the Japanese sense
of patriotism,” their discipline
and obedience.

Even today, the greatest im-
pact of the Japanese example
on Indian thinking in fields of
industrial development and
education continues to influ-
ence the policies of the Nation-
al Institution for Transforming
India (NITT Aayog), an institu-
tion set up by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

“Team Modi" has focused on
economic priorites to trans-
form India into a dependable
global manufacturing power-
house with emphasis on qual-
ity control as a national priority.

The Modi administration
has approved stalled projects
and provided more flexibility
to ensure that bottlenecks are
removed to get the engines of
growth roaring. The turn-
around of the economy, expe-
rienced by the masses since
Muodi took over, has been phe-
nomenal.

For the first time in 30 years,
the Bharatatiya Janata Party
came to power in May 2014
and since then Modi has deliv-
ered unprecedented dividends
to the masses of India with a
promise of making India a fully
developed nation.

Business forums
forge economic ties

Hiroaki Nakanishi and Kazuo
Hirai
CHAIRS OF KEIDANREN COMMITTEE
ON SOUTH ASIA
On behalf of Keldanren, we
would like to offer our sincere
congratulations to the people
of India on the occasion of its
70th Independence Day.
India and Japan have forged
the India-Japan special stra-
tegic and global partnership
through diplomacy between
their state leaders and busi-
ness leaders forums among
their business communities.
On the economic front, India
and Japan have steadily devel-
oped closer economic rela-
tions. Bilateral trade has
doubled in the 10 years from
2005 to 2015 and the balance
of Japan's investment in India
has increased eight-fold over
the same period. More than
1,200 Japanese companies
conduct businesses in India
today, and it is expected that
bilateral business exchanges
will continue to expand, lever-
aging the India-Japan com-
prehensive economic
partnership agreement that
took effect in August 2011.
Last December, the two
countries’ business commu-
nities held the eighth India-

Japan Business Leaders
Forum in Delhi to coincide
with Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe’s visit to India. At the
forum, exchanges of views
took place regarding various
issues, including improving
the business environment and
infrastructure development
for further deepening bilat-
eral economic relations. The
joint report from the forum
was submitted to Indian
Prime Minister H.E. Narendra
Modi and Abe.

This year, the business com-
munities will hold the ninth
India-Japan Business Leaders
Forum, this time to coincide
with the visit to Japan by
Modi.

Keldanren remains com-
mitted to holding these activ-
itles to further strengthen
India-Japan economic rela-
tlons and we kindly ask for
your continued support and
cooperation in this endeavor.
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