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Festive day
of aspiration

By Sujan R. Chinoy

Ambassador of India

| am very happy to learn that
Diwali, the Indian Festival of
Lights, will be celebrated by the
Indian commu-
nity in the his-
torical Yama-
shita Park in
Yokahama for
the 14th con-
secutive year.

Diwali pro-
vides an occa-
sion for fami-
lies and friends
to come together to mark the vic-

Sujan R. Chinoy

By Ryuko Hira
President of the Indian Commerce
and Industry Assaciation Japan

The Diwali Festival, also known as
the festival of lamps and lights, is cel-
ebrated all over
the world with
joy and enthusi-
asm. Although
Diwali ariginated
in India with
Hindu mytholo-~
gy, the globaliza-
tion of Indian cul-
tures and the
emergence of
India as a new world power has

Ryuko Hira

tory of good over evil. This tradi-
tional luminous festival, which
has its origins in ancient times,
also symbolizes the hopes and
aspirations of India’s 1.2 billion
people in their march toward a
prosperous future.

On this auspicious occasion, |
convey my best wishes to my fel-
low Indians and Japanese friends
for their continued good health,
prosperity and happiness.

| also take this oppaortunity to
congratulate all members of the
Organizing Committee of Diwali
in Yokohama (DIY).

May the Festival of Lights be a
harbinger of jay for everyane!

made the Diwali Festival a gala day
celebrated universally. The universal-
ity of Diwali emanates from the afflu-
ence of over 30 million overseas
Indians in all five continents across
the seven seas. U.S. President Barack
Obama and other leading statesmen
of the world have recognized the im-
mense spiritual and economic signif-
icance of Diwali Festival by celebrat-
ing Diwali in the White House and
state houses of other leading nations
of the world.

In Japan, Diwali began with
Indian homes in the Meiji era and
has continued to be celebrated in
Japan for over 14Q years. Prior to
the Meiji era, far more than 14

Diwali in Yokohama 2016

Courtesy of Diwali in Yokohama Managing Committee
The 2015 Diwali festival at Yamashita Park, Yokohama

Diwali Festival of lamps, lights fosters India-Japan friendship

centuries, Indian thought and
Indian  philosophy  through
Buddhism, as an important part
of Hinduism, has been one of the
main influences, shaping the in-
tellectual and spiritual life of
Japan and determining art forms,
architectural styles, literary tastes
and norms of individual canduct
and sacial behavior. The influ-
ence of the wider Hindu philoso-
phy is all-pervasive, so much so
that the late scholar-thinker
Hajime Nakamura {1912-1999)
wrote that “without Indian influ-
ence, Japanese culture would not
be what it is today.” In 1881, a
course in Indian philosophy was

established at the then Imperial
University of Tokyo. Since then,
the study of Indian philosophy
and Sanskritic tradition has
gained recognition at all impor-
tant universities in Tokyo, Kyoto
and Nagoya. Sanskrit is “Bongo”
in Japanese. “Bon” means “Brah-
man the infinite” and “go” means
”language.” Sanskrit has been
venerated as the tongue tran-
scendental. Prince Shotoku con-
secrated the first Constitution of
Japan with the Sanskrit hymn
“Usnisavijaya-Dharani,” written
in the Gupta script on palm leaf
and not with a Sutra in Chinese.
Japanese schalars studied San-

Publicity

Yokohama enhancing
relationship with India

By Fumiko Hayashi
Mayor of Yokohama

Happy “Diwali in Yokohama 2016”!

| would like to thank Mr. Ryuko
Hira, chairman of the festival's exec-
utive committee, and all involved for
their efforts to
make this event
paossible.

Ever since Yo-
kohama's port o-
pened in 1859,
setting off the
growth of the
city into a major \ .
metropolis, Fymiko Hayashi
many Indian
people have made Yokohama their
haome, estahlishing businesses and
trading companies. Yokohama
could be called India’s first econom-

skrit in England and Germany as
a part of modernization after the
Meiji Restoration of 1868.

Diwvali is a festival of lights. Light
is a symbol of illumination. Wisdom
is symbolized as illumination. No
other element in the universe is as
significant as light. Since time im-
memorial, India has been imparting
spiritual education to all nations of
the world and thus bestowing peace
and happiness on all. Diwali is cele-
brated in commemaration of the
victory of divinity over satiety, the
victory of heavenly over hellish in-
fluences, of virtue over vice. The fes-
tival of Diwali is for expressing grat-
itude at the defeat of Naraka (de-

ic base in Japan.

Last year we celebrated the 50th
anniversary of the sister-city rela-
tionship between Yokohama and
Mumbai, which was the first of its
kind between Japan and India. To
mark this auspicious year, the City
of Yokohama opened its represen-
tative office in Mumbai, and the of-
fice has begun activities aimed at
attracting Indian businesses and
supporting Yokohama’'s compa-
nies in India, steadily strengthen-
ing our relationship further.

| hope that through this event,
you will experience the charm of
India and gain an interest in the
friendly exchange between
Yokohama and Mumbai and
other parts of India. We loak for-
ward to welcoming you to the
celebration.

monic) tendencies in man, which
drag him down from divinity. When
virtues grow and vice is given up,
man has to make it a festival.

The year 2016 marks the 14th an-
niversary of the Diwali Festival joint-
ly celebrated with the Yokohama city
government. There will be colorful
stage performances from classic ta
madern Indian Bollywood dances,
live stage performances of tradition-
al Indian music, fresh and delicious
festive Indian foods, Indian wines,
spirits, sweets and handicrafts. A va-
riety of Indian clothing, fascinating
travel tourism and cultural displays
await the annual 200,000 visitors.
Admission is free.

www.hmi.co.jp

HMI HOTEL’S

Best Wishes for a
Very Happy Diwali!

Operating 52 hotels and 6
sports and cultural facilities
in 26 prefectures in Japan
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Awarded in Japan
“Sakura Award 2016”
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X WISHING A VERY HAPPY DIWALI
KAYOKO & RYUKO HIRA
RENU & GUL SADHWANI
KOTHARI (MANTRA RESTAURANT)
SUNDRI & NARI MAHTANI
DEEPA & S K RANGWANI
PADMA & HARIRAM NANWANI
URMILA & DANIEL MANSUKHANI

DIY - President: Ryuko Hira Advisor: V.B. Rupani,
Vlce Pres1dents. J agdlsh D Khemam, N. Kaneko, T. Ohba
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For 2 Days, Yamashlta Park in Yokohama will become INDIA

October 15th (Sat.) & 16th (Sun.) 10:00a.m. to 7:00p.m.
Admission Free

A mouth-watering Indian experience of pure joy, Indian/Japanese food, Indian beer,
Indian wine, Indian tea, Indian mango juice, Indian apparel, Indian accessories, etc.
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Restaurants-Curry, Nan, Beer, Wine, Tea, Juice, etc.
windo Restaurant Mumbai 03-3261-3151 JSpice Magic Calcutta 03-3688-4888

%Indo Restaurant Ganges 03-5211-1565 % Kabir Indo Restaurant 03-3307-8600 % Sri Balaji 090-9968-7512

Vendors—-Spices, Apparel, Accessories, etc.

Act Kanagawa
045-622-9661
Asante Sana
03-3791-2147

Ayurveda Beauty College

080-3247-8155
Chyhane
045-662-8787

Delhi Mahal
0480-24-2571
Jack and Betty
045-241-5460
Kusum
045-573-5878

Om Jewels and Craft
090-9493-6682

Sathya Sai int’l Organization Japan
045-640-0370

Shanti Ban

042-814-1182

Meena internationa! T.I.LA Japan Co., Ltd.

070-5517-0786

043-485-0852

Torazou Hogokikin
03-3595-8088
Vanheda
090-9326-5990
World Bazar
048-554-4425

Sponsors
*Indiatourism, Tokyo 03-3561-0651/52 Y Air India 03-5157-5593 kZoho Japan K.K. 045-319-4612
YAmbika 03-5822-6655 %Japan Housing Co., Ltd. 045-444-1557 %Suzuki Ltd. wNBC Meshtec Ltd.
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to the @@E@m@?ﬁ@m@&

Come and Enjoy the Brightest Indian Festival in Japan
Diwali in Yokohama Managing Committee 2016 / K.S.H. IC1J

Tel: 045-662-1905, 045-263-8109 Fax: 045-263-8109
E-mail: yokohamadiwali@gmail.com Website: www.diwaliyokohama.org
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Come and enjoy FREE wine
tasting at our booth.
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THE INDIAN COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION JAPAN

m.,m LBHEZAEBSIPFBEIRS

(Former name - INDIAN MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION OF YOKOHAMA)

Ambika Trading Compan
Ambika House, 3-13-2 Kuramae, Taito-ku, Tokyo, 111-0051 Japan
TEL:03-5822-6655 hittp://www.ambikajapan.com




